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PREFACE

Some of the problems dealt with in this book first came to my attention
while working with a team of scholars from the University of Michigan on
the Petra papyri at the American Center of Oriental Research in Amman
from 1995 to 2000. The book itself, however, was written in the years since
2000 at the Institut fiir Altertumskunde of the University of Cologne.

Work profited from discussions with several members of the Michigan
team working on the Petra papyri: Robert Caldwell, Traianos Gagos and
especially Ludwig Koenen.

I owe a further debt to many connected with the Cologne Institut fiir
Altertumskunde, to Jirgen Hammerstaedt and Wolfgang Dieter Lebek for
general advice, to Charikleia Armoni, John Lundon and Georg Petzl for
help in points of detail, and to Antonio Biki¢ for checking cross-references.
Sophie Geiseler helped to prepare photographic material and diagrams.
Benjamin Cartlidge, Robert Hiibner, Klaus Maresch and Philip Schmitz
kindly took the time to read the entire manuscript and to suggest many
improvements.

Help was also provided by scholars in other departments of the Universi-
ty of Cologne. In the Seminar fiir Agyptologie I profited from the assistance
of Anja Kootz, Gesa Schenke and Heinz-Josef Thissen, and from discus-
sions with Philippe Derchain and Martin Ziermann. Theodore Kwasman
(Institut fiir Judaistik) provided advice on Aramaic texts. There were also
discussions with Giinther Binding (Kunsthistorisches Institut, Architektur-
geschichte), Henner von Hesberg (Archdologisches Institut) and José Luis
Garcia Ramon (Institut fiir Linguistik).

Many others in the fields of papyrology, classical studies, archaeology,
geography and Egyptology deserve mention. They include—I leave their
institutional affiliations aside—John N. Adams (Oxford), Isabella Andorlini
(Parma), Giuseppina Azzarello (Udine), Roger Bagnall (New York), Ruey-
Lin Chang (Strasbourg), Juan Chapa (Pamplona), Hannah Cotton (Jerusa-
lem), Paola Davoli (Lecce), Jean-Luc Fournet (Paris), William Furley
(Heidelberg), Nikolaos Gonis (London), Inga Gotsiridze (Tbilisi), Dieter
Hagedorn (Cologne), Andrea Jordens (Heidelberg), Francisca Hoogendijk
(Letden), Chrysanthos Kanellopoulos (Athens), James Keenan (Chicago),
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Nikos Litinas (Ann Arbor), Stephanos Matthaios (Thessalonike), Fritz
Mitthof (Vienna), Giinter Poethke (Berlin), Fabian Reiter (Berlin), Matthias
Ritter (Cologne), Cornelia Romer (Vienna), Maren Schentuleit (Gottingen),
Markus Stein (Diisseldorf) and Christian Tietze (Potsdam).

I extend my thanks to all of the above as well as to the persons and insti-
tutions mentioned under Photo Courtesy (p. 239) for providing images and
permission to publish them.
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